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1:1 MEETINGS
Maximise your networking 

potential at the summit.
Prearrange meetings with your most important 
contacts and form new business partnerships  
at the summit by logging in and viewing the 
profiles of other key delegates, then get in  

touch with those that you would like to meet.

https://meetings.rethinkevents.com/mt/watertech 

Please visit our 1:1 Meeting Desk 
if you require assistance.

JOIN US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

 Twitter: @WorldWaterTech

  #WorldWaterTech

 LinkedIn: World Water-Tech

WELCOME TO THE SEVENTH 
ANNUAL WORLD WATER-TECH 
INNOVATION SUMMIT
This year, the summit will explore how the water industry can harness innovation to 
optimise existing assets and prepare for future challenges, with a particular focus on 
predictive analytics, resource recovery and reuse.

We look forward to brainstorming best practice in technology development, piloting and adoption, and to assessing 
some of today’s most innovative procurement practices and business models. 

I’d like to thank our partner, the Department for International Trade, for their support in bringing speakers and delegates 
from important international markets, including India, China, the UAE, Iran and Singapore, and for sponsoring the 1-1 
meetings that will take place throughout the day. I’d also like to thank our sponsors, Atkins, Arvia Technology, Emagin and 
Evoqua and our exhibitors, who you can connect with during our networking breaks. 

Please don’t hesitate to speak to the Rethink team if you have any questions or comments regarding the summit.  
We welcome your feedback and suggestions so that we can continue to create forums that deliver real business benefits 
to you and your company.

With warm regards,

Jennie Moss

Jennie Moss
Founder

Stephan Groves
Director

Tate Slyfield
Marketing and  
PR Executive

Laura Gifford
Marketing Executive

Agnieszka  
Kuzma
Events Assistant

Sophie Brady
Business  
Development 
Executive

KEY PARTNER

The Department for International Trade (DIT) is the government department that helps 
UK-based companies succeed in the global economy. It also helps overseas companies 
bring their high-quality investment to the UK’s dynamic economy, acknowledged as 
Europe’s best place from which to succeed in global business. DIT has professional 
advisors both within the UK and across more than 100 international markets.

GOLD PARTNER

 

Atkins, a member of the SNC-Lavalin Group, is one of the world’s most respected design, 
engineering and project management consultancies, employing 18,300 people across 
the UK, North America, Middle East, Asia Pacific and Europe. The company builds on 
long-term trusted partnerships to create a world where lives are enriched through the 
implementation of their ideas.

SILVER PARTNER

 

Arvia Technology delivers advanced treatment technology for drinking water, wastewater 
and water reuse. It’s at the forefront of innovation, offering a unique treatment process 
for the destruction of aqueous organic contaminants to the water sector and industries. 
Arvia’s Nyex™ Treatment Systems allow for targeted and continuous oxidation to 
preferentially remove contaminants, enabling regulatory and environmental compliance 
with lower operational costs. The team are committed to providing sustainable, long-term 
solutions to existing treatment challenges and preparing for the demands of the future.

DEEP LEARNING PARTNER

 

EMAGIN provides water utilities with an operational intelligence platform to enable 
smarter management of their critical infrastructure in real-time. The platform leverages 
artificial intelligence to create day ahead predictions of KPIs and real-time control 
recommendations with the objective of reducing operational energy costs, water loss and 
improving emergency preparedness.

NETWORKING LUNCHEON PARTNER

Evoqua is a global leader, with a more than 100-year heritage of innovation and industry 
firsts, market-leading expertise, and unmatched customer service, where it continues 
to transform water and wastewater. Its cost-effective and reliable treatment systems 
and services, through Evoqua’s unparalleled portfolio of proven brands and advanced 
technologies, ensure uninterrupted quantity and quality of water, enable regulatory 
and environmental compliance, increase efficiency through water reuse, and prepare 
customers for next-generation demands through innovation and integrity.

MEET THE RETHINK TEAM

@WorldWaterTech
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SUMMIT AGENDA
DAY ONE TUESDAY FEBRUARY 20, 2018

09:00 Welcome Remarks

 Jennie Moss, Founder, RETHINK EVENTS

09:15 Water Leaders Debate: Exploring Current Needs and Changing Trends in the Water Sector

 • What are the greatest challenges facing the water sector today and how can innovation meet these needs? 

 • How are utilities changing their business models to reduce vulnerabilities? Where are we seeing the   
  greatest shift in operations? 

 • Have big infrastructure projects gone out of vogue in a favour of solutions that  can optimise and maintain  
  existing assets?

 • Which areas of technology are garnering most interest and uptake from utilities and industry? Is incremental  
  innovation more attractive than advanced technologies?

 

SESSION CHAIR SPEAKERS

Milo Fiasconaro
Executive Director

AQUA PUBLICA 
EUROPEA, BELGIUM

Maurice Neo
Director, Water 
Reclamation Network

PUB, SINGAPORE

K.S. Suresh
General Manager  
& Head – Corporate  
Centre WET – IC

LARSEN & TOUBRO, INDIA

Nigel Watson
CIO & Group Director 
of Information Services

NORTHUMBRIAN 
WATER GROUP, 
UNITED KINGDOM

Dharma Dharmabalan
General Manager,  
System Performance 
and Major Projects

TASWATER, AUSTRALIA

10:00 Under the Microscope: The Plastic Problem in Need of a New Technological Solution

 • With the effects of microplastics widely acknowledged in marine ecosystems, how is conversation turning  
  towards the role of wastewater treatment facilities? 

 • What’s the best way to capture and prevent microplastics from going into the waterways? Where does   
  responsibility lie with each player in the plastic supply chain?

 • How can we equip the industry with the necessary tools to combat a contamination crisis? Tackling the   
  problem requires treatment and separation of microplastics – where are these solutions and are they  
  cost-effective at large-scale deployment?

 • What developments in terms of technology and regulation should we expect to see over the next few years?

 

SESSION CHAIR SPEAKERS

David Baxter
Head of Natural 
Economy

EUNOMIA, UNITED 
KINGDOM

Katrin Schuhen
University of Koblenz-
Landau

WASSER 3.0, GERMANY

Molly Bingham
President & CEO

ORB MEDIA,  
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Bruno Barillon
R&D Manager

SUEZ, FRANCE

10:45 Networking Coffee Break

11:15 Trends in Water-Related Innovation: Challenges & Opportunities for Investors

 

Kathleen Dominique
Policy Analyst

ORGANISATION FOR 
ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION 
AND DEVELOPMENT (OECD), 
FRANCE

11:30 Technology Acceleration: Who’s Driving the Innovation Engine? 

 • What new technology incubators are emerging? How successful are they in scaling solutions?

 • Are internal R&D programmes sufficient in fostering innovation, or is the industry looking to corporate   
  venturing and mergers and acquisitions as a means of unlocking water-tech growth? 

 • What factors influence an investment decision or acquisition?

 • What is the role of the private sector in making innovation more efficient and reducing the time to market  
  and maturity of new technologies?

 

SESSION CHAIR SPEAKERS

Reinhard Hübner
Investment Manager

SKION, 
GERMANY

HP Nanda
Global Business Director

DOW WATER & 
PROCESS SOLUTIONS, 
UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA

Jan Gooijer
Innovation Manager

VITENS, NETHERLANDS

Ian Lane
Investment Director

UNILEVER VENTURES, 
UNITED KINGDOM

Siah Keng Boon
Chief Technology Officer

SEMBCORP, SINGAPORE

Wayne Evans
Innovation Processes 
Director

VEOLIA WATER 
TECHNOLOGIES, 
UNITED KINGDOM

12:15 Roundtable Discussions

 

1 Micropollutants: How can we effectively treat by-products of the 
modern world? 

Mike Lodge

CEO

ARVIA TECHNOLOGY

2 Water Cycle Management: How can we deliver services in line 
with customers’ growing expectations?

Dharma Dharmabalan

General Manager

TASWATER

3 Asset Optimisation: How can technology unlock more value in 
existing networks and assets?

Steve Kaye

Head of Innovation

ANGLIAN WATER

4 Next Big Thing in Tech: Are there any game-changers on the 
horizon that could transform water as we know it?

Reinhard Hübner

Investment Manager

SKION

5 Resource Recovery: Where is the potential to recover nutrients 
and energy from sewage sludge from disposal to reuse? Is it 
commercially viable?

Ulf Nyberg

Head of Wastewater Treatment

VA SYD

6 Export Markets: What are the main challenges when exporting  
to new markets and how can we overcome these?

Lila Thompson

International Director

BRITISH WATER

7 Artificial Intelligence: How can the water industry capitalise on 
the power of AI? What could be the pitfalls?

Trey Clark

Director of Strategy

UPTAKE TECHNOLOGIES

8 Water Reuse: What are the critical factors for commercially viable 
reuse? What can be learnt from the US?

Denis Bilodeau

President

ORANGE COUNTY WATER DISTRICT

9 Desalination: How feasible is solar power as a sustainable solution 
for large-scale, commercial desalination and water reuse?

Arturo Buenaventura

General Manager, Technology Incubator

ABENGOA

For more information on our speakers, visit www.worldwatertechinnovation.com/speakers
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13:00 Networking Luncheon hosted by:

14:00 Using Predictive Analytics to Sense Failure and Reduce Risk

 • How can we leverage digitisation to transform centralised, reactive utilities to create more intelligent,   
  proactive environments? How far are we from a future where all infrastructure networks are linked to   
  generate synergies and enable operational decisions based on data?

 • What key areas of technology have the power to transform the traditional utility model in terms of asset   
  maintenance and water supply? Will the trend be towards improving the efficiency and application of   
  existing technologies or should we expect to see new innovations emerge?

 • Who are the advocates of artificial intelligence, machine learning and robotics, and how can these   
  innovations be effectively integrated into operational procedures?

 

SESSION CHAIR SPEAKERS

Andrea Rubini
Director  
of Operations

WSSTP, 
BELGIUM

Carmelo García 
Santana
Director of Innovation

EMASESA, SPAIN

Steve Kaye
Head of Innovation

ANGLIAN WATER, 
UNITED KINGDOM

Trey Clark
Director of Strategy

UPTAKE 
TECHNOLOGIES, 
UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA

Adam Armer
IoT Global Business 
Development & Innovation 
Manager

VODAFONE, 
UNITED KINGDOM

14:45 Masterclass in Deep Learning: How AI is Set to Disrupt the Water Industry

 

Thouheed Abdul Gaffoor
Chief Executive Officer

EMAGIN,  
UNITED STATES  
OF AMERICA

15:00 Technology Showcase

 

PRESENTERS:

Malcolm Fabiyi
Chief Operations  
Officer & Vice President 
of Operations

DRYLET, UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA

Patrice Guillouzic
CEO

ADVIZZO, 
UNITED KINGDOM

Ari Goldfarb
CEO

KANDO, ISRAEL

15:45 Networking Coffee Break

16:15 The Super Sewer: Case Study and Next Steps for the Thames Tideway Tunnel

 

Phil Stride
Strategic Projects Director

THAMES TIDEWAY, 
UNITED KINGDOM

16:30 Getting Deals Done with Innovative Procurement Models

 • What alternative project delivery models are emerging between utilities, engineering consultancies   
  and technology providers to accelerate the development and implementation of new technologies? 
  What incentive mechanisms have proven to work?

 • What project structures are favoured by municipalities who are looking to manage and mitigate technology  
  risk in large-scale water projects? 

 • How are different countries approaching procurement? What are the key characteristics of a  
  successful partnership?

 

SESSION CHAIR SPEAKERS

Guy Ledger
Client Director

ATKINS, UNITED 
KINGDOM

Wim Drossaert
Chief Executive Officer

DUNEA, NETHERLANDS

Jon Loveday
Group Commercial & 
Transformation Director

THAMES WATER, 
UNITED KINGDOM

David Tyler
Associate Director, Water & 
Wastewater Sector Specialist

EUROPEAN BANK FOR 
RECONSTRUCTION AND 
DEVELOPMENT, UNITED KINGDOM

17:15 To Nutrient Recovery and Beyond: Advancing Towards Closed Resource Cycles 

 • Who is leading the way in nutrient recovery? Is regulation hampering or driving innovation in nutrient   
  management and removal?

 • With the newest wave of next generation recovery technologies coming to the fore, is there scope to   
  diversify the type of nutrients recovered and their potential usage? 

 • Are biosolids the solution to reducing carbon emissions in wastewater treatment? How does sludge-to-  
  energy compare to other methods of renewable energy generation?

 • How are energy-optimised utilities justifying investment in technology based on anticipated returns and 
  cost savings? What areas of technology offer the greatest potential?

 

SESSION CHAIR SPEAKERS

Ben Earl
Water Efficiency 
Manager

SOUTHERN WATER, 
UNITED KINGDOM

Richard Kershaw
Innovation Programme 
Manager

YORKSHIRE WATER, 
UNITED KINGDOM

Andrea Lanuzza
Operations Director – 
Waste Water & Sewage

GRUPPO CAP, ITALY

Frank Rogalla
Director of Innovation  
& Technology

AQUALIA, SPAIN

Ulf Nyberg
Head of Wastewater Treatment

VA SYD, SWEDEN

All delegates are invited to join 
a Networking Drinks Reception,  

hosted by:

18:00 Networking Drinks Reception

For more information on our speakers, visit www.worldwatertechinnovation.com/speakers
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DAY TWO WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 21,  2018

09:00 Welcome Remarks

 Jennie Moss, Founder, RETHINK EVENTS

09:15 Building Resilience in Response to Crisis and Weather Extremes

 • As feast or famine scenarios become the new norm, how are different cities with traditionally stable  
  climates adapting to and reducing the impact of more frequent weather extremes? 

 • What solutions are emerging to reduce the severity, disruption and cost of drought and flooding?  
  How can technological innovation help to build resilience and mitigate climate risks?

 • What have we learned from recent disasters? Has this changed standard practice?

 

SESSION CHAIR SPEAKERS

Mark Lane
Director 

THE UK WATER 
PARTNERSHIP,  
UNITED KINGDOM

João Nuno Mendes
President

ÁGUAS DE PORTUGAL, 
PORTUGAL

Joke Cuperus
CEO

PWN, NETHERLANDS

Peter Perry
COO

DŴR CYMRU 
WELSH WATER, 
UNITED KINGDOM

Bryan Harvey
Vice President

JACOBS, 
UNITED KINGDOM

10:00 Safeguarding China’s Waters: The Role of Innovation in Reducing Vulnerabilities

 

David Ji
Vice President

POTEN ENVIRONMENT 
GROUP, CHINA

10:15 Technology Showcase

 

PRESENTERS:

Patrick Kiely
CEO

ISLAND WATER 
TECHNOLOGIES, 
CANADA

Simon  
van den Dries
Co-Founder

BLUE-VALUE, 
NETHERLANDS

Simon Crompton
Managing Director

CLEARWATER CONTROLS, 
UNITED KINGDOM

11:00 Networking Brunch

12:00 Bringing Space Technologies Down to Earth to Solve Water Challenges

Michael Norris
Head of Business Incubation

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
FACILITIES COUNCIL,  
UNITED KINGDOM

For more information on our speakers, visit www.worldwatertechinnovation.com/speakers

12:15 Assessing the Viability of Alternative Water Sources for Future Supply

 • What are the drivers for adopting water reuse programmes across different regions? What can we learn   
  from their success and where do we expect to see the biggest growth in water reclamation?

 • What are the critical factors holding projects back, and how can we overcome these roadblocks?

 • What trends are emerging in alternative water treatment methods for both utilities and industries? 
  Where can we find robust and affordable zero liquid discharge systems?

 

SESSION CHAIR SPEAKERS

Mike Rosenfeld
Vice Consul

DEPARTMENT FOR 
INTERNATIONAL 
TRADE, USA

Anthony Tanti
Executive Director

WATER SERVICES 
CORPORATION, MALTA

Denis Bilodeau
President

ORANGE COUNTY WATER 
DISTRICT, UNITED STATES  
OF AMERICA

Matt Rolls
Regional Director,  
EMEA – Municipal Division

EVOQUA WATER 
TECHNOLOGIES,  
UNITED KINGDOM

13:00 Opportunities and Challenges in Iran’s Water Sector

 

Mohammad Bagher Kiaei
Vice Chairman, Energy 
& Water Resources

RAHSHAHR INTERNATIONAL 
GROUP, IRAN

13:15 When Capital Doesn’t Follow Opportunity: Flooding the Market with Water-Tech

 • What’s the hold-up in bringing solutions to market and is the current approach a good fit for the traditional VC model?

 • Which untapped markets offer the strongest investment opportunities based on changing regulation and  
  economic development?

 • How can the investment community offer start-ups a better chance at success when transitioning from pilot  
  phase to large-scale implementation? What’s your survival guide for the “valley of death”?

 

SESSION CHAIR SPEAKERS

Fiona Griffith
Group Director

ISLE UTILITIES, 
UNITED KINGDOM

Arne Morteani
Partner

ETF PARTNERS, 
UNITED KINGDOM

Nityen Lal
Founder & 
Managing Partner

ICOS CAPITAL, 
NETHERLANDS

Luke Rajah
Investment Director

OMBU GROUP, 
UNITED KINGDOM

14:00 Close of Summit

 POST SUMMIT

Case study presentations of current flood prevention  
and mitigation projects from around the world, with  
technology pitches from flood-tech entrepreneurs:

Network with speakers and attendees including: Ken Allison, Environment Agency, United Kingdom, Thomas van Gilst, European 
Investment Bank, Luxembourg, John Martin, Office of Public Works, Ireland and Anthony Crawford, Thames Water, United Kingdom

BOOK YOUR PLACE WITH OUR TEAM NOW – VISIT RECEPTION

14:30 Flood-Tech Workshop: Mitigating Urban Flood Risk through Innovation
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FRANK Water works with local partners to 
deliver appropriate, equitable and sustainable 
solutions to water and sanitation issues in the 
poorest and most vulnerable communities  
in India.

FRANK Water implements water supply systems, 
sanitation solutions and health and hygiene awareness 
activities; it conducts research with partners to progress 
understanding of issues and solutions that affect the 
WASH sector; and advocates for change based on the 
results of its projects and research.

FRANK Water has been working in India for almost 
10 years and has supported over 200,000 people 
to improve their health through increased access to 
water, sanitation and hygiene education.

Rethink Events donates 1% of all  

World Water-Tech Innovation Summit  

revenues to FRANK Water.

TECHNOLOGY SHOWCASE PRESENTERS

Advizzo transforms how millions of people think about their water and energy consumption 
through the way utilities engage with their customers. Its platform integrates behavioural 
science, data analytics and beautiful design to create personalised multi-channel experiences 
for energy and water consumers. These enhanced experiences generate real operational 
value to energy and water suppliers through increased customer engagement, digitalisation 
and satisfaction. Advizzo helps consumers better understand their usage while making 
engagement easy, social and rewarding.

 

Blue-Value solves groundwater problems in arid areas by developing software to reduce 
water losses and increase water availability. It enables the public sector to apply stricter 
groundwater management and prepare for groundwater management and pricing policy. 
The company also provides an innovative information and software service that manages 
and co-relates data from IoT sensors with Satellite Earth Observation.

Clearwater Controls provides intelligent ways to maximise efficiency in the waste water 
sector. The DERAGGER®+ anti-ragging technology monitors pumps in real time to identify 
and eliminate blockages before they form, meaning pumps no longer need to be lifted and 
cleaned. This multi-award winning technology maintains a clean impeller, greatly improving 
energy efficiency, reducing maintenance costs and extending asset life. Live sites are 
implemented across the UK and US.

Drylet is the award-winning developer and manufacturer of an advanced biocatalysis 
particle for delivering microbes. Developed in the United States, the technology reduces 
biosolids by up to 50% in municipal wastewater treatment and animal feeding operations 
primarily. It combines a chemically inert, non-toxic substrate with non-GMO microbes. One 
kilogram of product provides 14 hectares of protected surface area covered with microbes, 
boosting microbial activity to facilitate mass-to-gas conversion and eliminate solids.

Island Water Technologies (IWT) is a wastewater technology company specialising 
in modular, low-energy, chemical free treatment solutions and real-time bio-electrode 
sensor technologies for improved wastewater system monitoring and control. IWT`s 
wastewater solutions are the result of four years of R&D with fixed film materials, bio-
electrode sensors, and next generation wastewater treatment solutions. IWT is currently 
offering three different products to specific sectors of the wastewater treatment industry - 
Clearpod™, Regen™, Sentry AD™.

Kando develops end-to-end wastewater management solutions for smart cities, allowing water 
utilities and industrial customers to detect, track and anticipate pollution events in real-time. 
Kando’s game-changing IoT solution is offered as a cloud-based SaaS product together with 
its unique wireless hardware measurement units that collect real-time data from the sewage 
network. Its innovative, proprietary machine learning and data analytics tools enable its 
customers to oversee their network in a way that hadn’t previously been possible.

MARKETING AND MEDIA PARTNERS

CHARITY PARTNER

@WorldWaterTech

EXHIBITORS

HydroMaster offers a new live web service for water managers and those active in 
protecting private and public assets. HydroMaster integrates observation and forecast 
data based on calibrated high-resolution rainfall radar, as well as refined deterministic and 
probabilistic forecasts, and visualises information for individual hotspots, zones of interest 
and catchments. It is the perfect tool for effectively managing precipitation related risks and 
ensuring preventive actions are taken to minimise the impact on infrastructure and assets.

Founded in 2005, Intellitect Water’s vision was to improve the way water utility 
companies monitor their network. This is achieved using Intellisondes, an advanced, 
multi-parameter sensor, directly inserted into the network’s pipes, combined with Intellitect 
Water’s software, insight, and revolutionary intelligence system. Companies can now 
monitor their network in real time, through a sophisticated web interface, and be alerted to 
any events as they occur, gaining a deeper understanding of their networks.

Smart water metering by Quensus drastically reduces water bills by sending notifications with 
insight into wasted water, and allows remotely shutting off the water supply to prevent water 
damage. It’s a 24/7 water audit which continuously answers the question: how much are you 
spending on leaks?

UK Export Finance (UKEF) is the UK’s export credit agency and a government department, 
working alongside the Department for International Trade as an integral part of its strategy and 
operations. UKEF helps UK companies to: win export contracts by providing attractive financing 
terms to their buyers; fulfil contracts by supporting working capital loans; and get paid by insuring  
against buyer default. UKEF can support exports for any size of company and across all sectors.

The UK Water Partnership, launched in February 2015, brings people and organisations 
together to address the key challenges facing the water sector, and catalyse action to 
benefit the UK economy and improve UK and global water security. A particular focus 
is on tapping into the $500billion global water market by inspiring confidence through 
innovation, credibility and leadership.



For information on how to get involved, please contact:

Rachel Myall 

Business Development Manager

+44 1273 789984

rachel.myall@rethinkevents.com

SAVE THE DATE:

TORONTO

HOSTED BY

WORLD WATER-TECH
NORTH AMERICA

October 24-25, 2018
Now in its 6th year, World Water-Tech North America, hosted by WaterTAP 
Ontario and Rethink Events, will gather 300 municipalities, private utilities, 
corporate investors, engineering giants and technology companies from 
around the world in Toronto. They will discuss today’s most pressing issues, 
and share learnings and innovative solutions, as the industry moves towards 
a more proactive and resilient era of opportunity.

Find out more at:

worldwatertechnorthamerica.com
@WorldWaterTech 


